Developing a new default
WordCamp theme



What did the old theme looked like?
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What did the old theme looked like?
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What did the old theme looked like?

Location Schedule Tickets Speakers Sessions Sponsors Code of Conduct Contact
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SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT — SITEGROUND WORDCAMP
PITTSBURGH 2017

When:
We're counting down to our second WordCamp Pittsburgh, and are so excited! WordCamp September 9th, 2017
Pittsburgh wouldn't be possible without the generous support of our Sponsors. Registration: 8:00.a.m.
Event: 8:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.

Today, we'd like to introduce you to one of our Allegheny River Sponsors, SiteGround.
Location:
Pittsburgh Technical College
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What did the old theme looked like?
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What did the old theme looked like?

23rd September 2017 at the BMICH
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What did the old theme looked like?

AT CAMP ~ SCHEDULE ~ SPEAKERS SPONSORS ~ CONTACT ORGANIZERS ATTENDEES

WORDCAMP LA 2017

September 29th — October 1st
(Friday, Saturday, and Sunday)

GO KART SPONSORS SWIFTLY
RACE TO SUPPORT e i
WORDCAMP LOS ANGELES Cog Angeks, G

017 BY JEN MILLER v

We are excited to welcome our GoKart sponsors to WordCamp Los
Angeles and know you will be too! As you race through WordCamp LAX,
please stop bv and show them some appreciation. You will find that each
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Issues with the old theme and
how they might get solved
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What was wrong with the old theme?

* Underscores based, but 4 year old code

e Usage of ,deprecated” HTML tags and attributes (ally)

* Very bad keyboard accessibilty

* Only one navigation possible

 Limited widget areas (some special ones on the front page)
* No special page templates for typical WordCamp pages
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Who to solve it?

e Just write a child theme

* Or upload your own custom theme

* Install some plugin for additional functionality

* Add some JavaScript to improve menu accessibitily

 Easy, right?
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The WordCamp.org platform

* A large multisite, hosting all WordCamp websites
* Only Superadmin can install themes and plugins
* Administators can‘t use any JavaScript

* They can‘t even use SVG images
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Who to customize a WordCamp theme?

e Using the customizer

e Using shortcodes from the WordCamp.org platform

* Using a remote CSS file (ideally a public Git repository)

e Using the installed plugins (mainly Jetpack and some Post-Types)
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o

The process of designing the
new WordCamp theme



Designing the new WordCamp theme

B Register Llogin Q

WORDPRESS.ORG

Showcase Themes Plugins Mobile Support About Blog Hosting Download WordPress
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Search ...

% lan Dunn
- Email Updates

Im p ron ng WO rd Ca m p .0 rg: Ad d | ng M ore Enter your email address to subscribe
Th emes a nd/or Page Tem plates to this blog and receive notifications of

new posts by email.

. oin 1,798 other subscribers
This post continues the previous discussions we've had on the project to improve WordCamp.org. If ! : b
you'd like some background information, you can check out the notes from the 2014 Communify

5 it and the discussion on the CSS Editor. Email Address

Subscribe

One of the most commen pieces of feedback has been that. when organizers are building their

sites, they want more themes and/or page templates to choose from. The goal of this post is to Recent Posts

start a conversation on that topic and hash out the details of what we want and how to move

forward. y Deputy Repart: 25 - 31 August
Right now organizers can only choose from the Core themes (TwentyTwelve, TwentyFourteen, Decision making process discussion
etc) plus the WordCamp Base theme, a custom theme that was written specifically for summary and proposa
WordCamps. Organizers can't edit the PHP, HTML and JavaScript of the themes due to security

https://make.wordpress.org/community/2015/04/09/improving-wordcamp-org-adding-more-themes-page-templates/
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https://make.wordpress.org/community/2015/04/09/improving-wordcamp-org-adding-more-themes-page-templates/
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Email Updates
Update on bUI|d|ng a new Word Camp theme Enter your email address to subscribe

to this blog and receive noftifications of

) R new posts by email.
This is a follow up to the @iandunn post on the WordCamp.org tools survey results.

Join 1,798 other subscribers
| setup a Github repo for the new WordCamp theme with a fork of Underscores to get things

started.

Email Address
To start with | have been collecting feedback and ideas for a new WordCamp theme so that our
design lead, “robertnienhuis, has something to work with. | haven't gotten too much feedback
online yet, but have gotten some good ideas from several other organizers offline. If you would
like to share some feedback as well please post a comment below!

Subscribe

Theme Features Recent Posts

. Deputy Report: 25 - 31 August
Here is the feedback that | have collected so far, as well as my cwn ideas: Son7
ul/
* Great Design: | would like to keep the theme light and minimalist, easy to build on, but also Decision making process discussion
have it look good enough out of the box far a WordCamp without a strong designer to be
able to use as-is.

https://make.wordpress.org/community/2015/08/26/update-on-building-a-new-wordcamp-theme/
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https://make.wordpress.org/community/2015/08/26/update-on-building-a-new-wordcamp-theme/

Collecting things to keep/improve/drop

The old theme The new theme

* Two additional widget areas after the e Latest version of s for a solid HTML
header: after-header and after-header- structure and good ally
homepage (only on the front_page) Provide more flexibility by providing

Two additional widget before the layout option, page templates and more
content: before-content and before- widget areas

content-homepage (only on the Provide modular CSS and a style guide

front_page)
More flexible homepage options

A second sidebar: sidebar-2
5 footer widget areas: footer-widget-1 ... E?Cge templates for speakers, sponsors,

footer-widget-5 _ _
A credit action in the footer (which was Paginated archives for custom post types

never really used) Genernally improved ally
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The WCEU Style Guide

KSS STYLE GUIDE 1.1 Colors

LpoOvoew Color variables and values used on the site. Local color variables should be used only in _settings.colors.scss.
1 Settings

1.1 Colors Example

1.2 Typography

2 Tools Brand

3 Generic

4 Elements

5 Objects

6 Components

7T Dark Blue Blue Yellow

$local-darkblue $local-blue $local-yellow
#08c3a51 #7194a8 #daceda

Link Hovered Link Visited Link
$color-link $color-link-hover $color-link-visited
#7194a8 #445f6f #b@cacf
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The WCEU Style Gui

02.09.2017

KSS STYLE GUIDE

0 Overview
1 Settings
Tools
Generic
Elements
Objects
6 Components
6.1 Attendees
6.2 Site branding
6.3 Buttons
6.4 Comments
6.5 Footer
6.6 Header
6.7 Main
6.8 Navigation
6.9 Organizers
6.10 Pagination
6.11 Post
6.12.1 Subscribe
6.12.2 Social widget

7 Trumps

6.12.1 Subscribe

Subscribe jetpack widget

Example

SUBSCRIBE TO WORDCAMP EUROPE 2017 NEWS BY EMAIL

Enter your email address to subscribe to this site and receive news by email.

<div id="secondary">
<aside id="" class="widget jetpack_subscription_widget">
<hl class="widget-title">Subscribe to WordCamp Europe 2017 News by email</hl>
<form action="#" method="post" accept-charset="utf-8" id="">
<div id="subscribe-text">
<p>Enter your email address to subscribe to this site and receive news by email.</p>
</div>
<p id="subscribe-email">
<label id="jetpack-subscribe-label" for="subscribe-field-blog_subscription-3" style="clip: rect(lpx 1p
<input type="email" name="email" required="required" class="required" value="" id="subscribe-field-blo
</p>
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Email Updates
WCEU1 7 deSIgn team IS bu”dlng |mproved Enter your email address to subscribe
and more -ﬂeX|b|e WordCamp theme to this blog and receive notifications of

new posts by email.

In the Summer of 2015, a survey on WordCamp.org tools has brought up some great ideas and Join 1,798 other subscriders
suggestions for a new default WordCamp.org theme. We, the growing design team of
WordCamp Europe 2017, this year 6 people strong, want to help create such a new default Email Address
theme for WordCamps. The ideas voiced in the survey were pretty much in line with our vision

for a new theme.

Subscribe

We currently use the “WordCamp Base Redux” theme for WCEU17 which is based on a very old
version of _s, lacking some of the newer features. The Redux theme also has some major A11y
issues we'd like to tackle.

Recent Posts
The suggestions from the survey we felt most strongly about were “serve the many, not the y . Deputy Report: 25 — 31 Aupust
few”, “flexible starter theme”, and "be a theme only”. Using a current version of s would solve o N -

a lot of these wishes voiced by the community.

2017
Decisicn making process discussion
summary and proposal

The status quo

https://make.wordpress.org/community/2016/12/28/wceul7-design-team-is-building-improved-and-more-flexible-wordcamp-theme/
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https://make.wordpress.org/community/2016/12/28/wceu17-design-team-is-building-improved-and-more-flexible-wordcamp-theme/

Creating some wireframes

SECONDARY NAV

HOME VOLUNTEER SPONSOR SPEAK ATTENDEE INFORMATION NEWS

WIDGET TOP 1

Some tagline or secondary copy goes here

BUTTON
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Creating some wireframes

SPEAKERS

Aaron Campbell

I've been doing web development professionally for over 16 years
I've been a core contributor to WordPress since 2007 (WordPress
2.3), co-led the WordPress 3.6 release, am a part of the WordPress

Adam Silverstein

| started programming in assembly code and learned Java when
Netscape Navigator ruled the web — eventually embracing
WordPress as my platform of choice.

security team, and have commit access to WordPress core.

READ MORE > READ MORE >

Aaron Campbell

I've been doing web development professionally for over
16 years. I've been a core contributor to WordPress since
2007 (WordPress 2 3), co-led the WordPress 3 6 release
am a part of the WordPress security team, and have
commit access to WordPress core.

READ MORE >

Adam Silverstein
| started programming in assembly code and learned Java
when Netscape Navigator ruled the web — eventually

embracing WordPress as my platform of choice.

READ MORE »
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Creating some wireframes

HOME VOLUNTEER SPONSOR SPEAK ATTENDEE INFORMATION NEWS BUY YOUR TICKET

Aaron Campbell

I've been doing web development professionally for over 16 years. I've been a core contributor to
WordPress since 2007 (WordPress 2 3), co-led the WordPress 3 6 release, am a part of the
WordPress security team, and have commit access to WordPress core.

) aaroncampbell Qg AaronDCampbell.com

Session

WEBSITE SECURITY — THE BIG PICTURE W/ SIMPLE STEPS TO TAKE

Security can be complex, infimidating, and even frightening. Don’t let the enormity of it scare you
into inaction. Learn what some of the security researchers and security professionals deal with,
and then find out some simple steps you can take to secure your sites

([ slides O Video
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Giving an update on the progress
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Email Updates
PI’OgI’ESS update: NeW Word Camp theme Enter your email address to subscribe
”Campslte 20'] 7" to this bl g%"\[l receive notifications of

. . . . oin 1,798 other subscribers
As announced in a previous post, this year's WordCamp Europe team is working on a new ! : b

WordCamp base theme for the community. We're calling it “CampSite 2017". Since the
announcement was made, we were able to gather initial feedback (which was primarily Email Address
positive), solidify and further develop our ideas. I'd like to share our progress with you today to

hear your feedback and thoughts.
4 s Subscribe

Wireframes

After we heard your feedback from our introduction post, we made a list with all common Recent Posts
pages, components, shortcodes used, etc. each WordCamp site would need. We then created
and started refining wireframes of the main page templates (you can click through the different
pages by opening the sitemap button on the top left of the online tool).

eputy Repart: 25 - 31 August

Decision making process discussion
HUIT]EI)B%E: summary and proposal
For the homepage we put the emphasis on flexibility and being able to tease to different

https://make.wordpress.org/community/2017/04/04/progress-update-new-wordcamp-theme-campsite-2017/
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https://make.wordpress.org/community/2017/04/04/progress-update-new-wordcamp-theme-campsite-2017/

Getting some valuable feedback

Log In

% lan Dunn 3

Great work!

The higgest potential improvement | see would be to add more widget areas, to give
organizers more flexibility. The ones that don't have any widgets assigned wouldn't
generate any markup, so it doesn't seem like it'd hurt anything to have mare.

On all pages, what about having 4-5 areas below the header, and 4-5 areas in the
footer?

On the homepage - Would it be helpful to have an extra 3-4 areas, below the 4-5 that
are on all pages.

Are any of the elements in the wireframes hardcoded, instead of being widgets? It looks
like “Follow WordCamp Eurcpe ", footer logo, footer menus, etc, might be. If they area, it
seems like itd be more flexible to just make those widget areas and let people put
whatever they want there.

| think some camps will want a sidebar on the homepage, can there be an optional widget
area for that?

It might be helpful to also create “Day Of” page templates, to replace the normal
homepage templates while the event is going on. The day of the event, attendees will
want to go to the home page to see the location of the venue, schedule, and other critical
information, instead of having to dig through the menus to find it. Some camps also put
Tagregator there to highlight sccial media interactions.

6‘ Sonja Leix 7:08 pm on April 5, 2017

1an, thanks for your feedback. The only thing that will be somewhat hard coded
is the blog roll on the homepage. Other than that the footer will be fully
widgeted.

| guess more widget areas won't hurt, we were just weary of overwhelming the
WordCamp website owner with too much choice, but if you don't see an issue
with that we can certainly plan for more widget areas.

lnramarde o tha cidahar an tho homanaoo Uecuea that could ha achiosnd

https://make.wordpress.org/community/2017/04/04/progress-update-new-wordcamp-theme-campsite-2017/#comment-23269
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Getting some valuable feedback

WORDCAMP EUROPE 2017

ce | #WCEU

WELCOME TO #WCEU DAY ONE

WordCamp Europe 2017 is taking place at 3
The venue is a linute walk away from the metro station
Front Populaire, the terminus for the number 12 line.

Registrations start at 08:00am, opening remarks are at
08:45am, and lunch will be served between 12:30pm and
2:30pm (although the lunch break will be between 1:00pm
and 2:00pm).

o

SCHEDULE AND LIVE STREAM

Please note that although each time slot is 1 hour long, talks will last for 40
minutes (30 minutes talk, followed by a 10 minute Q&A), so this will leave
you 20 minutes to change tracks, talk to other and visit our

booths

Track 1- Pulimann

Alain Schiesser
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Releasing the first version
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The new Wordcamp base theme: CampS|te Enter your email address to subscribe
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new posts by email.

oin 1,798 other subscribers

In our last post on the current status of the new WordCamp base theme, we got some great I ’ h !
feedback on how to improve the theme even further. The feedback has been implemented and
the new theme is ready for review. Email Address

"Day of” page template Subscribe

One of the ideas from the feedback we wanted to implement was the “day of” template. This is

a page template with some additional widget areas. They can be used to arrange a page. that

can be used on the day of the WordCamp. Things you might want to have on homepage on Recent Posts
that day: the schedule, directions, social media stream, information about the after party, etc.
As in the widget areas, you can use shortcodes in text widgets, it's very easy to dynamically
setup such a page.

y Deputy Repart: 25 - 31 August

Decisicn making process discussion

“ o
s W, A e b bishlioht aus docisiaas

https://make.wordpress.org/community/2017/05/08/the-new-wordcamp-base-theme-campsite-2017/
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https://make.wordpress.org/community/2017/05/08/the-new-wordcamp-base-theme-campsite-2017/

lterating and fixing issues

O Features Business Explore Marketplace Pricing This repository Sign in ©/ Sign up

E 2ndkauboy / campsite-2017 @Watch 4 KStar 6

Code @ lssues 0 Pull requests 0 Projects 0 Insights

istissue is:closed Labels Milestones

m Clear current search query, filters, and sorts

(@ 0Open + 15 Closed Author = Labels ~ Projects = Milestones = Assignee ~  Sortw
@ Sketch design export a3
#22 by marcustisater was closed on 11 Jun

@ Social and top menus not registered

#21 by iandunn was closed on 2 Jun

® Menu toggle not working? [

#20 by iandunn was closed on 31 May

& Only show secondary menu if assigned |enhancement

#18 by iandunn was closed on 1 Jun

Maybe remove Speaker template

#17 by iandunn was closed on 1 Jun

Document navigation.js switch
#16 by iandunn was closed on 1 Jun

Add screenshot

#15 by iandunn was closed on 1 Jun

SASS usage

#14 by iandunn was closed on 30 May

https://github.com/2ndkauboy/campsite-2017
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https://github.com/2ndkauboy/campsite-2017

ening the meta trac ticket

\\Y) WORDPRESS.ORG

Showcase Themes Plugins Mobile Support

About Blog Hosting Download WordPress

Blog Trac

&5 Making WordPress.org
Login
Timeline Roadmap Browse Source Ticket Graph Search

4 months ago

#7818 closed enhancement (fixed) 3
~ ~, osed 5 months 550

WordCamp: Add the new theme

Reported by: ¥ Kau-Boy Owned by: E; iandunn

Priority: normal

Component: WordCamp Site & Plugins Keywords: has-patch

Description
The WordCamp Europe design team has worked on a new default theme and we think it's time to add it to the meta
repository. Please find the information and discussion in these blog posts:

4 Commits (1
Show only comment text ly commits/attachments

v Change History (2

https://meta.trac.wordpress.org/ticket/2818
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https://meta.trac.wordpress.org/ticket/2818

The new theme is onlinel
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So what does it look like?

02.09.2017

WordCamp Europe 2017

June 15-17, Paris, France | #WCEU
NewsSpeakersSchedulesSponsorsinfoTicketsPressEn francais

Your WordCamp Europe Memories

Posted on July 7, 2017 by WordCamp Europe

You wrote about

YOUR MEMORIES

FROM WORDCAMP EUROPE

Thank you to those of you who shared your memories from WordCamp Europe 2017 to your blogs! We've collected a list of your articles, photo collections, and podcasts below. © Continue reading —

Share this:

= 0QO00060

Posted in NewsTagged attendee articles, recap7 Comments

Five reasons you’ll fall in love with Belgrade <3

Posted on July 4, 2017 by WordCamp Europe
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WORDCAMP EUROPE 2017
June 157, Paris, France | #WCEU

SPEAKERS SCHEDULES ~ SPONSORS INFO ~ TICKETS ~ PRESS EN FRANCAIS

Posted on July 7, 2017 by WordCamp Europe
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Or how about this one?

WordCamp Zagreb 2017

1-3 September 2017 - Croatia * #wchr

INFORMATION FOR ATTENDEES ¥ TICKETS ¥ SCHEDULE ¥ SPONSORS ¥ MEDIA ¥ CONTACT

Thank you Vecerniji list,

Netokracija and Bug, our media
partners

02.09.2017
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Things learned implementing
the new WordCamp theme



KISS: keep it simple, stupid

* Don‘t put too much into the theme

* Focus on good structure, usability and ally, not design

* Add options to allow visualisation of dynamic contents

* Don‘t build yet another ,,Multi-Purpose” theme

* The simpler the styles, the easier to customize/override
* Focus on what you are best at

* Get feedback from your users as soon as possible
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Further improvements

* Extend some shortcodes for more flexibility

* Add a custom taxonomy for sessions (level, target ground, language)
e Add starter content (introduced in WordPress 4.7)

* Get more WordCamp organizers involved

* Create multiple style guides for more , layouts”
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The new "CampSite 2017 theme is now available for beta testing. ! : b !

It's a starter theme based on the latest version of _s, and includes 23 widget areas to allow for Email Address
extensive markup customization. It also provides a new Day of Event template, which makes it

easier to highlight the most important information that attendees need to know on the day of

your camp. Subscribe

Before we make the new theme available for all camps, I'd like to get 3-5 upcoming camps to
use it on their sites, and provide feedback. That'll give us a chance to make any backwards-

incompatible changes while it's still practical. Recent POStS

If yourre interested, just leave a comment and Il activate the theme for your site. Be sure to . Deputy Report: 25 - 31 August

check out the style guide that the WCEU team created. 2
Decision making process discussion

When you're building your theme, please come back here regularly to leave feedback. It1l be

helpful to hear about any problems you run into, but also to hear what you like about the

https://make.wordpress.org/community/2017/06/03/beta-testers-needed-for-new-wordcamp-theme/
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https://make.wordpress.org/community/2017/06/03/beta-testers-needed-for-new-wordcamp-theme/

Bernhard Kau

kau-boys.com
@2ndkauboy
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